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in April, Mariëlle Bemelmans 
was appointed as our new 
director. An experienced  
global health expert, she 
shares Wemos’ vision:  
‘Health is a human right.  
it concerns us all.’ 

in a new series of public 
debates about global health, 
we reach out to the Dutch  
public. During the first  
debate (held in Kit), experts 
exchanged views on the global 
health workforce crisis. 
Wemos is a partner in the 
Cafés, which are coordinated 
by the journalistic platform 
Vice Versa.

in early 2017, we published our 
report ‘Clinical trials in Africa’, 
a compilation of four of our 
earlier reports about unethical 
practices in clinical trials. Partly 
as a result of our lobby in the 
European Parliament, the 
European Medicines Agency 
now reports annually about 
its inspections in clinical trials 
in low- and middle-income 
countries. 

We strengthened our  
collaboration with civil society 
organizations in our partner 
countries Uganda, Kenya, 
Zambia, Malawi and tanzania, 
as part of the Health systems 
Advocacy Partnership. the 
analyses of these countries 
reinforce our advocacy for 
more effective investments in 
the health sector: health care 
for all, and better access to 
high-quality sexual and  
reproductive health care.

Wemos embarked on a  
series of critical dialogues with 
the global Financing Facility, 
a partnership hosted by the 
World Bank and set up to 
strengthen health systems, 
by focusing on maternal and 
child health care. the focus 
includes African countries, 
among which are our partner 
countries.

Wemos organized two events 
for Dutch Members of 
Parliament and their staff 
members about endocrine- 
disrupting chemicals and  
conditions for public  
investment in medicines.  
Both contributed to the  
political discussion about 
these topics. the events took 
place at the Dutch Parliament 
and press centre Nieuwspoort.

in the latter half of 2017, 
Wemos started a new  
collaboration with Open 
society Foundations on two 
projects: Aid For trade in 
the health care sector and 
Medicines that Matter.

Wemos organized a session 
about the increasing shortage 
and unequal distribution of 
the global health workforce  
at the fourth global Forum on 
Human Resources for Health 
in Dublin. We also formed  
a coalition of civil society  
organizations with partners. 
the session built upon the 
World Health Organization’s 
Member states’ action plans 
that were adopted this year.

Over the course of the year, 
Wemos worked to increase 
civil society organizations’ 
negotiation space at  
international forums. We did 
this with networks such as  
the geneva global Health Hub.
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